Child Restraint Laws by State
	STATE
	CHILDREN THAT MUST BE IN A RESTRAINT SEAT
	MAY BE IN ADULT SAFETY BELT INSTEAD OF CHILD RESTRAINT SEAT
	REAR SEAT LAW FOR CHILD RESTRAINT SEATS?

	Alabama
	≤1 year or <20 lbs in a rear-facing infant seat; 1-4 years or 20-40 lbs in a forward-facing child safety seat; 5 years in a booster seat
	6-14 years
	No

	Alaska
	≤1 year or <20 lbs in a rear-facing infant seat; 1-4 years and more than 20 lbs in a child restraint; 4-15 years who weigh 20-65 lbs in a booster (effective 9/15/09)
	4-7 years who are ≥57 inches or ≥65 lbs; 7-15 who are <57 inches or <65 lbs (effective 9/15/09)
	No

	Arizona
	≤4 years
	Not permissable
	No

	Arkansas
	≤5 years and <60 lbs
	6-14 years or ≥60 lbs
	No

	California
	≤5 years or <60 lbs
	6-15 years or ≥60 lbs
	≤5 years or ≤60 lbs must be in rear seat

	Colorado
	≤1 year and <20 lbs in a rear-facing infant seat; 1-3 years and 20-40 lbs in a forward-facing child safety seat; 4-5 years and less than 55 inches in a booster seat
	6-15 years or ≥55 inches tall
	No

	Connecticut
	≤1 year or <20 lbs in a rear-facing restraint system; 1-6 years and less than 60 lbs in a child restraint system
	7-15 years and ≥60 lbs
	No

	Delaware
	≤7 years and <66 lbs
	8-15 years or ≥66 lbs
	≤11 years and ≤65 inches tall must be in rear seat if passenger airbag is active

	District of Columbia
	≤7 years
	8-15 years
	No

	Florida
	≤3 years
	4-5 years
	No

	Georgia
	≤5 years and <57 inches
	≥57 inches tall
	≤5 years must be in rear seat (if available)

	Hawaii
	≤3 years in a child safety seat; 4-7 years in a booster or child restraint seat
	4-7 years and ≥57 or ≥40 lbs, only in rear seat
	No

	Idaho
	≤6 years
	Not permissible
	No

	Illinois
	≤7 years
	8-15 years or ≥40 lbs
	No

	Indiana
	≤7 years
	8-15 years
	No

	Iowa
	≤1 year and <20 lbs in a rear-facing child seat; 1-5 years in a child restraint
	6-10 years
	No

	Kansas
	≤3 years in a child restraint; 4-7 years and <80 lbs or <57 inches in child restraint or booster seat
	8-13 years; 4-7 years and ≥80 lbs or >57 inches
	No

	Kentucky
	≤40 inches in a child restraint; ≤6 years between 40 and 50 inches in a booster seat
	≤6 years and >50 inches tall
	No

	Louisiana
	≤1 year or <20 lbs in child safety seat; 1-3 years or 20-39 lbs in a forward-facing child safety seat; 4-5 years or 40-60 lbs in a child booster seat
	6-12 years or >60 lbs
	No

	Maine
	<40 lbs in child safety seat; 40-80 lbs and <8 years old in a safety system that elevates the child so an adult seat belt fits properly
	8-17 years or <18 years and >57 inches
	≤11 years and <100 lbs must be in rear seat (if available)

	Maryland
	≤7 years and either <57 inches or <65 lbs
	8-15 years; any child ≥57 inches or ≥65 lbs
	No

	Massachusetts
	≤7 years and <57 inches
	8-12 years; any child ≥57 inches
	No

	Michigan
	≤7 years and <57 inches
	8-15 years; any child ≥57 inches
	≤3 years must be in rear seat (if available)

	Minnesota
	≤7 years and <57 inches
	Not permissible
	No

	Mississippi
	≤3 years in child restraint ; 4-6 years and either <57 inches or <65 lbs in a booster seat
	≤6 years if≥65 lbs or ≥57 inches
	No

	Missouri
	≤3 years or <40 lbs in child restraint; 4-7 years and 40-80 lbs in either child restraint or booster seat; ≥4 years and >80 lbs in either booster seat or safety belt
	8-16 years; ≥4 years if ≥80 lbs or ≥57 inches
	No

	Montana
	≤5 years and <60 lbs
	Not permissible
	No

	Nebraska
	≤5 years
	6-17 years
	No

	Nevada
	≤5 years and <60 lbs
	Not permissible
	No

	New Hampshire
	≤5 years and <55 inches
	6-17 years; ≤6 years if ≥55 inches
	No

	New Jersey
	≤7 years and <80 lbs
	Not permissible
	≤7 years and <80 lbs must be in rear seat (if available)

	New Mexico
	≤1 year in rear-facing infant seat; 1-4 years or <40 lbs in child safety seat; 5-6 years or <60 lbs in booster seat
	7-17 years
	≤1 year must be in rear seat (if available)

	New York
	≤3 years unless >40 lbs and seated where no lap/shoulder belt is available; 4-6 years unless seated where no lap/shoulder belt is available
	7-15 years; any child ≥40 lbs; 4-6 years if seating position has no available lap/shoulder belt

	No

	North Carolina
	≤7 years and <80 lbs
	8-15 years; 40-80 lbs where no shoulder belt is available
	≤4 years and <40 lbs must be in rear seat unless passenger airbag is deactivated or the restraint is designed for use with airbags

	North Dakota
	≤6 years and <57 inches or <80 lbs
	7-17 years; ≤6 years if ≥57 inches and ≥80 lbs
	No

	Ohio
	≤3 years or <40 lbs in child restraint; 4-7 years and ≥40 lbs but <57 inches in booster seat (effective 10/7/09)
	8-14 years (effective 10/7/09)
	No

	Oklahoma
	≤5 years
	6-12 years
	No

	Oregon
	≤1 year or <20 lbs in a rear-facing child safety seat; <40 lbs in child safety seat; >40 lbs but <57 inches must be in safety system that elevates child so adult seatbelt fits properly
	>57 inches
	No

	Pennsylvania
	≤7 years
	Not permissible
	No

	Rhode Island
	≤7 years and <57 inches and <80 lbs
	≤7 years if ≥80 lbs and ≥57 inches
	≤7 years must be in rear seat (if available)

	South Carolina
	≤1 year or <20 lbs in rear-facing infant seat; 1-5 years and 20-39 lbs in forward-facing child safety seat; 1-5 years and 40-80 lbs in booster seat secured by lap-shoulder belt
	1-5 years and >80 lbs; ≤5 years if child’s knees bend over seat edge when sitting straight up with his/her back firmly against seat back
	≤5 years must be in rear seat (if available)

	South Dakota
	≤4 years and <40 lbs
	5-17 years; any child ≥40 lbs
	No

	Tennessee
	≤1 year or <20 lbs in rear-facing infant seat; 1-3 years and >20 lbs in forward-facing infant seat; 4-8 years and <57 inches in booster seat
	5-15 years; ≤12 years if >57 inches
	≤8 years and <57 inches must be in rear seat (if available); rear seat recommended for 9-12 years

	Texas
	≤7 years and <57 inches (effective 9/1/09)
	Not permissible
	No

	Utah
	≤7 years and <57 inches
	8-15 years; any child >57 inches
	No

	Vermont
	≤1 year or <20 lbs in rear-facing infant seat; 2-7 years in rear seat unless front passenger airbag is deactivated
	8-15 years and >20 lbs
	≤1 year or <20 lbs must be in rear seat unless passenger airbag is deactivated

	Virginia
	≤7 years unless they have a physical exemption (determined by qualified medical professional)
	8-15 years
	Rear-facing devices must be used in rear seat (if available); if rear seat unavailable, passenger airbag must be deactivated

	Washington
	≤7 and <57 inches
	8-15 years; ≤7 years if >57 inches; any child >40 lbs if there is only a lap belt available
	≤12 years in rear seat (if practical)

	West Virginia
	≤7 years and <57 inches
	≤7 years and ≥57 inches
	No

	Wisconsin
	≤1 year and <20 lbs in rear-facing infant seat; 1-3 years and 20-40 lbs in forward-facing child safety seat; 4-7 and 40-80 lbs but <57 inches in booster seat
	≤8 years and >80 lbs and >57 inches
	≤3 years must be in rear seat (if available)

	Wyoming
	≤8 years
	Not permissible
	≤8 years must be in rear seat (if available)
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